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Historic School
History/Geography
Lessons

Jo prepare for the future,
Cxamine the present.
Jo undewstand the present,

Study the past.




Historic School

History/Geography Lessons

Lesson time: 20 minutes

Objective: The students will become familiar with the way Nebraska was settled.

Background Information

During the 1880°s, students of history
and geography were responsible for learning
many dates and details. Consequently, the
students will need to know some of that
specific information before participating in the
lesson at Historic School.

the students need to understand the
contributing factors that led to settlement and
statehood of Nebraska. Nebraska became a
state on March 1, 1867. The “Great American
Desert” was generally considered unfit for
farming, but the first people who came to
settle came not as farmers, but as town
builders. They came to make money by
trading, and eventually by selling land claims.

The “desert” was conquered by
railroads that could bring lumber and coal to
settlers and link them with the east. As one
Nebraska promoter put it, “Improvement in
[Hinois was snail-paced at first, for it came in
on Ox-teams. It entered Iowa on steamboats,
and was therefore only confined to the banks
of navigable rivers. Its advent into Nebraska
was on locomotives, which, plying on iron
rivers that render all prairies navigable, leave
no corner of the land untouched!”

The railroad 1s also a symbol of both
the financial speculation and government
support of the times. The 1874 depression was
the result of unrestrained speculation by
Eastern financiers in railroad securities. That
depression hit at the same time as drought and
grasshoppers. By 1879 good times did return.
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“Boom and Bust™ was frequently repeated
in new settlements.

The railroads were hailed and
eventually cursed by many. But, according
to Robert Manley’s book, The Town
Builders, promoters told prospective
settlers that they wouldn’t have to pay
school taxes in Nebraska. They planned to
levy the tax against the railroad property! In
short, the railroad was the most important
influence in Nebraska’s settlement. It
allowed for settlement away from the
Missouri River,




The federal land policies aided the
settlement of Nebraska. They allowed the
settlers to acquire land solely through
their labors. The Homestead Act, which
passed in 1862, allowed for settlers to
acquire a quarter section if they lived and
improved upon it for 5 years. The Tim-
ber-Culture Act of 1873 entitled the
settlers to an additional quarter section if
they planted trees and tended them.

Existence in the sandhills and high
plains was tough on the 160 acres allowed
under the original Homestead Act. For a
time, nobody in power could be
convinced of the hardships of trying to
make a living on 160 acres of Eastern
Nebraska farm land. An O’Neill
congressman named Moses P. Kinkaid
was convinced. He was elected to Con-
gress in 1902 and convinced President
Theodore Roosevelt.

The Kinkaid Act (1904) was
responsible for a new population jump in
our area.

Advertising campaigns by public
and private agencies alerted the people in
the Eastern United States and Europe to
the new opportunities that awaited them
in the West. This tactic plus the new
unemployment and restlessness of the
people in the East and in Europe,

Fime teaches all things.

An ad placed by UP.

coupled with the federal land policies and the
railroad to put re-settlement on the minds of the
people. The land was accessible, available, and
known about.

Nebraska was chosen by early settlers
because these people were often corn farmers.
The adequate rainfall, temperature, and flat,
treeless land let itself to raising corn. The
railroads were becoming available to transport
the product to market. Machinery was being
improved rapidly to accommodate more and
better farming. Consequently, the valleys and
uplands of eastern and central Nebraska were
settled by farmers.

In the western part of Nebraska the
cattlemen settled the rangelands. The
geographic conditions lent themselves to a
ranching lifestyle until the agrarian groups
evidently needed more room and finally settled
in the western part of the state. While irrigation
would eventually find favor in the western
counties near the river, the early settlers did not
dismay at the lack of water. They believed that
“rainfall follows the plow.” Plow they did!
And, for a few years they reaped a good
harvest. Banner and Dawes counties enjoyed a
high population in the 1880°s. Much changed
as communities were passed over by the
railroad.
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Historic School Activities

Discuss the importance of the railroad in the settlement of Nebraska. Explain the
importance of the railroad in westward expansion.

Have students give the date of Nebraska’s statehood. Relate to the stars on the flag, if
available.

Discuss how the federal land policies aided in the settlement of Nebraska. a) the
Homestead Act and b) the Timber-Culture Act and the dates of their enactment.

Discuss how advertising affected the settlement of Nebraska. Note features of
Nebraska’s climate and geography which would entice settlers to the state.

Have students name and locate on the map the country from which their ancestors came.

Preparatory Activities for Geography/History

Collect pictures of early days in Nebraska. Those available from the State Historical
Society work well. Make a bulletin board display. Study the pictures to note land forms
and use of the natural resources by the settlers. Give students the drawing of an
environment included in this guide. Ask them to construct a settlement based on the
given environmental factors. What would the people do to meet their needs?

Analyze some ads from newspapers noting how they grasp the reader’s attention and sell
their product. Compare those techniques to the present day campaigns used to promote
Nebraska for tourism and industrial growth. Students may create their own slogans and/
or make brochures advertising the benefits of their town or neighborhood. Analyze some
ads from old newspapers or from the railroads. (Samples are included in this guide)
Notice the tactics used to encourage settlement.

Have students research what country (or state) their family came from to settle in this
area. Some families may disclose why they moved to this area. Examine the reasons of
families who have only recently located in Nebraska as well as students whose families
came as early settlers.

Read railroad stories and invite a model railroad enthusiast or railroad official to visit
class.

Research to find out when Nebraska became a state. It tried twice! Who was Governor in
18887

Look back to the Old, if you would learn the New.

64



(OS]

Follow-up Activities for Geography/History

Have students compare a Nebraska map to the Union Pacific and Burlington Railroad
lines. Compare this map to an old map showing settlements [ the 1880°a and then to a
present day map. Note changes and possible reasons. What other transportation routes
are shown on modern maps?

Continue an emphasis on environmental adaptation for human settlements. Create a
mobile featuring the environmental reasons for the location of their community. Watch
the newspaper for articles relating human issues and environmental issues in our area.
Establish a settlement of the future. Decide on the environmental factors that will
influence the development of the settlement (outerspace, underwater, or underground?)
and make a collage of this futuristic settlement. Remember to meet all the needs of the
settlers. '

Discuss changes in settlement locations. Why did Ashford and Freeport disappear from
Banner County? Why did Dunlap and O’Linn disappear from Dawes County? How have
towns in our area changed recently? How has the concept of “neighborhood” or
“community” changed with more rapid transportation, school consolidation, and better
communication? How do peopie meet their needs for community feelings? Examine the
emotional and economic results of “ghost towns.”

Examine the advertisements of the past to entice settlers to come to Nebraska, noting the
reasons outlined for coming to this area. Notice that some were written in the language of
the European country from which settlers might come. Then, watch modern
advertisements about Nebraska and compare in the various media. Note that colorful
pictures are used. Games and puzzles are sometime included for the children. A positive
approach is employed such as “wide open spaces™ instead of “barren flatlands.” Some
students may develop ideas from tourism in their own area. Now have students create an
advertising campaign for 2087. What media will you use? What assets will you reveal?
What changes do you predict will have occurred that must be considered?
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CHEAP FARMS!
FREE HOMES!

ON THE LINE OF THE

12.003?866”6“ Acres

§ ¥ I8 i FA.RMING—

¥lineral Lands in America.

w0 Neres of Cholee Tarmiog and Grazing Lands on the line of
the roml, o the

STATE ()F ."FB K. TS KA,
TIE

G reat Platte Yvalley,
NOW FONR SALE, f"ur caslhi ar long eredit.
These Bands are fuoamihd amd iu althy eilmate, 'md for grain-g rowing
el sioeR-rmsiine, unsurpassesdt by any o the Luslul Staly,

Prices range from $2 to $10 per
ACRIE.

HOMESTEADS FOR ACTUAL SETTLERS.

Loy Acres of Government Land between Omaba and North Platte,
n.-l,w.n fer ciiry as HosusTrans nxry.

SOLDILRS OF THE LATE WAR
ARE ENTITLED TO A
FREE TIOMESTEAD OF 160 ACRES,

within Ruilrond limits, equal to a
DINBROT  BOUNTY OF 83200,

1l22S5.C00C aAaCcRrRrREs
NOW FOR SALE,

IN HALL COUNTY.

ST Send tor the new edition of des seriptive pamphlet, with new maps,

maiied free everrwhere. Adilress,
0. F. DAVIS,
Land Commiasioner U. 2. R. R, Co
Oxana, \HB.

Nov. 138, 1871,
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